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Teaching & Learning: Tone Color Perspective and Examples from 

The Flute Practice and Flute Doctor 

Highlights from BJ Nicoletti 

 
FROM “THE FLUTE PRACTICE” 

 

https://theflutepractice.com/ 

Tatiana Thaile 

Instagram: @theflutepractice 

YouTube Channel: @TheFlutePractice 

Tone Colors Perspective YouTube Video (11:17) - https://youtu.be/MsDVftlpYWE 

 

This YouTube video by Tatianna, founder of The Flute Practice (a robust online environment 

focused on the teaching and learning of the flute), describes the meaning of tone color with the flute 

and then provides some playing tools and tips for creating a range of color changes to the flute’s 

tone. She also provides cautionary tips for protecting intonation and quality of sound. 

 

For All Skill Levels 

 

Many of us have had instruction on creating tone colors, practiced changing tone colors, and 

developed our own strategies for deciding on and applying tone colors to our repertoire. However, it 

never hurts to hear different perspectives. Different perspectives usually add depth to our 

understanding or, at the very least, serve as a reminder or an affirmation. Most importantly, hearing 

these different perspectives could be just what a more intermediate/earlier level flute student needs 

to hear and in the way they need to hear it. Further, Tatianna’s delivery on this topic is engaging, 

joyful and encouraging. 

 

https://theflutepractice.com/
https://youtu.be/MsDVftlpYWE
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Basic Ways of Creating Tone Color on the Flute - “Sing Your Imagination” 

 

Here are some highlights which are in no way intended to replace watching the actual video. 

 

• First, remember, we all have tone color 

already. Each player has their own unique 

sound. Another word for this is the “timbre” 

of our sound. We’ve already got a foundation 

to work with. Have fun. Use the imagination. 

• That said, expanding our tone colors doesn’t 

just happen. It must be learned and practiced 

like any other element of playing. 

• Essentially, here are the influencing factors 

on tone color: air speed; air direction; shape 

and size of the embouchure; holding the lip 

tight or loose; lips forward or backwards; and, the shape and size of the mouth cavity. 

• She even goes so far as to say our own body and our mindfulness of how it resonates is a 

factor. 

 

 

Different Ways to Think About Tone Color 

 

In summary, here are the two foundational color lenses she gives along with instructions on how to 

bring these colors to life on our flute. Again, these highlights don’t replace watching the video itself. 

Watch the video and try what she says. 

 

• First, referencing Trevor Wye (including 

encouraging the yellow-purple exercises 

in his Tone method book), she describes 

the color concepts of yellow and purple. 

Yellow is more airy. Purple is more rich, 

darker, and stronger in the upper partials. 

Work with these two and grow from 

there. 

• For yellow, we are more forward with 

our lips and jaw. We raise the airstream. 

There is more airspeed (be careful of 

going sharp here) and the cavity of our mouth is smaller and in more of an “ew” shape. She 

encourages us to practice all the colors with varied dynamics so we don’t get locked into, for 

example, yellow always being soft or purple always being loud. 
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• For purple, think about the whole 

opening in the mouth. Drop the lower 

jaw back and down. Try to make the 

sound open with your whole body. Blow 

the air down into the flute, but be careful 

not to go flat.  

• Overall, she says “never change color at 

the expense of pitch,” all people will hear 

is a bad sound, not the color you hope to 

deliver. 

• For other colors, she points to our 

toolbox for effecting colors, above. We have to use all these tools to explore color 

generation beyond the foundational yellow and purple. 

• She points us to the “hooey more ethereal 

sound” and the “edgy more focused 

sound.” It is useful to start with these and 

then add vibrato and take it away. Change 

the speed and depth of the vibrato. Viola! 

More colors. 

• Next up, vowel sounds. Play with the 

shape of the mouth and the tongue. 

Aaaah, eeeee, ooohhh, Oooo (uuuu). 

Control the intonation with the shape of 

the lip. 

• Last, but not least, she wants us to use 

our powerful imagination. Imagine it and then hold onto it. 

 

A LITTLE MORE PERSPECTVE - FROM THE FLUTE DOCTOR 

 

If you’d like one more perspective on tone colors which takes this knowledge to another level, I 

found listening to Dr. Angela McBrearty’s YouTube on “Finding Color in Your Musical Line” well 

done and helpful. She echoed some of the above concepts but also talked about being very 

intentional with your playing, not just instinctual. It’s ok to use your instincts but wrap that with 

mindfulness and intentionality. Importantly, she plays actual musical passages and talks about 

creating the line using colors. A general tip she provided was that a drop in an interval or change in 

the direction/surprise to the ear may be places where we should change our color. 

 

https://doctorflute.com/ YouTube: @DoctorFlute  

Link to Video - Finding Color in Your Musical Line (8:16) 

  

https://doctorflute.com/
https://youtu.be/Sl12XGEWFcM?si=h8zv2SfHwJodCtEB
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GPFS 2022-2023 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage first. 

 

 
 

Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc. 
58 Dragon Court 

Woburn, MA 01801-1014 
781-935-9522, brannen@brannenflutes.com  

 

 
 

Canter Flute Repair  
Flute Repair Specialists 

Beaverton, OR 
Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified 

JS Engineering Gold Pads 

 971-266-4096 

 

 
 
 

Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company 
625 Digital Drive, Ste 300 

Plano, TX 75075 
972-985-2662, 877-FLUTE4U (toll free) 

info@flute4u.com  

Watch video 
 

 

 
 

Flute Center of New York 
 

307 7th Ave. #401 
New York, NY 10001 

212-307-9737, info@flutecenter.com  

Watch video 

https://www.brannenflutes.com/
mailto:brannen@brannenflutes.com
https://www.canterfluterepair.com/
http://www.flute4u.com/
mailto:info@flute4u.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ashTD0kCzNE
http://www.flutes4sale.com/
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/info@flutecenter.com 
https://app.salesforceiq.com/r?target=624486997d240f22fb8a10a6&t=AFwhZf1P7YZh6za28CHMjpx8zGGWAAu9i-jtk1xcy3DaZOhG5nI_ovX7KSnSpXa6djZHRLncAXfKNMaVFTI-0abN1uCAnzDt8g813zFJJTK8OQX1afH196rv_NK-vu9Py0xD4ZbbnhsT&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHC-7fjrVcso
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GPFS 2022-2023 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage first. 

 
 

 
 
 

FLUTEWORKS Seattle LLC 
Facebook Page 

781-526-3677, fluteworks@gmail.com 
By appointment only  

Watch video 

 
 

 

Keefe Piccolo Company 
http://www.keefepiccolo.com/ 

54 Church Street 
Winchester, MA 01890 

781-369-1626 
jim@keefepiccolo.com 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Verne Q. Powell Flutes 
3 Mill & Main Place, Suite 130 

Maynard, MA  01754 
978-461-6111 

powellflutes.com 

Kristyn Moore 
978-716-0728 

kristyn.moore@buffetcrampon.com 

 

 

 
Ted Brown Music 

6228 Tacoma Mall Blvd 
Tacoma, WA 98409 

800-562-8938 
253-272-3211 

sales@tedbrownmusic.com 

 

 

 

https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fluteworksseattle/?ref=page_internal
mailto:fluteworks@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/BgWCvqB92CU
http://www.keefepiccolo.com/
mailto:jim@keefepiccolo.com
https://www.powellflutes.com/
https://www.powellflutes.com/
mailto:kristyn.moore@buffetcrampon.com
https://www.tedbrownmusic.com/
mailto:sales@tedbrownmusic.com
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GPFS 2022-2023 Commercial Members 
The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage first. 

 

 

Burkart 
2 Shaker Road, #D107 

Shirley, MA  01464 
978-425-4500 

burkart.com/contact 

 
 
 

 

Flute World 
29920 Orchard Lake Rd. 

Farmington Hills, MI 48334 
248-855-0410, flutes@fluteworld.com 

 

 

 
 

Wm. S. Haynes Co. 
68 Nonset Path, Acton, MA 01720, USA 

978-268-0600 
 
 

 
 

Miyazawa Flutes 
Miyazawa - USA 

1214 5th Street, Coralville, IA  52241 
1-800-967-6733 

info@miyazawa.com 

 

 
Pro Flutes 

678 Sperber Lane 
Grand Junction, CO 81506, 970-242-9364 

(formerly Sherry Lee Flutes) 
info@proflutes.com 

 

 

 
 

 
Professional Woodwind Repair 

Straubinger Certified 
Flute & Double Reed Specialist 

 
119 Neabeack Hill Dr, Philomath, OR  97370 

Contact: Katie Cooper, 541-760-8865 
katie@windsmithmusic.com 

By appointment only. 

 

https://www.burkart.com/
https://www.burkart.com/contact/
http://www.fluteworld.com/
mailto:flutes@fluteworld.com
https://www.wmshaynes.com/
https://miyazawa.com/
mailto:info@miyazawa.com
mailto:https://www.proflutes.com/
mailto:info@proflutes.com
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/katie@windsmithmusic.com
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GPFS 2022-2023 Commercial Members 
The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage first. 

 

Sankyo Flutes 
1212 5th Street, Coralville, IA. 52241 

888-899-5747 
info@sankyoflutes.com 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Zing Studio 

Rachel Hadiashar 
Photographer for Creatives 

Zing Studio Sherwood 
503-941-0796 

rachel@zingsherwood.com 
zingsherwood.com, 

@zingsherwood 

 
 

 

https://fluteauthority.com/flute-sales/?__hstc=121711956.aadaa6ad5a9fe672120f2acec1f6e4b4.1676786455106.1676786455106.1676786455106.1&__hssc=121711956.5.1676786455106&__hsfp=1093714943
https://fluteauthority.com/flute-sales/?__hstc=121711956.aadaa6ad5a9fe672120f2acec1f6e4b4.1676786455106.1676786455106.1676786455106.1&__hssc=121711956.5.1676786455106&__hsfp=1093714943
https://fluteauthority.com/flute-sales/?__hstc=121711956.aadaa6ad5a9fe672120f2acec1f6e4b4.1676786455106.1676786455106.1676786455106.1&__hssc=121711956.5.1676786455106&__hsfp=1093714943
mailto:info@sankyoflutes.com
https://zingsherwood.com/
mailto:rachel@zingsherwood.com
https://zingsherwood.com/
https://zingsherwood.com/
https://zingsherwood.com/

