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GPFS Flute Fair Master Class with Guest Artist Gareth 

McLearnon 

Masterclass Performances: Performances in the Sara Lasky Masterclass with guest artist Gareth 

McLearnon were streamed on Saturday morning 4/9. There were four performers. This piece 

provides some background on the guest artist, the performers and some of the insights for the 

players from Gareth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greater Portland Flute Society (GPFS) 

Guest Artist Master Class Performers,  

Flute Fair 2022 

 

❖ Lauren Huber performed Concerto by Otar Gordeli, 

pianist Doug Schneider 

❖ Macy Gong performed the third movement of the 

Concerto by Jacques Ibert, pianist Doug Schneider 

❖ : John Nguyen performed Fantasie Mignon pour 

flûte et piano by Paul Taffanel, pianist Artem 

Arutyunyan 

❖ Miri Lee performed movement one of the Sonata by 

Yuko Uebayashi, pianist Garrett Bond 
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Lauren Huber is a freshman flutist in the 

West Salem High School Wind ensemble 

and Symphony. Lauren is also a member of 

the Salem Youth Symphony. She has 

performed masterclasses with Martha 

Long, Jennifer Rhyne, and Christina 

Castellanos. She studies with Sandy 

Norman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lauren performed Concerto, opus 8 by Otar Gordeli and was accompanied by Doug 

Schneider, piano.  Gareth’s main insights include: 

• Use the tenuto markings in the opening bars to make a presence. 

• Gareth primarily worked on getting the complete focused sound.  He 

referred to his workshop, ‘Demystifying Great Flute Tone’ . He wanted 

Lauren to strike the wall of the riser for a core tone.  Blowing accurately up 

and down the riser wall of the flute creates the flute tone. 

• When playing from memory, be sure to look engaged in the music, rather 

than looking as if you are trying to remember the notes.  Show gestures and 

make colors to reflect the character of the music. 

• He suggested that when triple tonguing, use a continually alternating back-

front tonguing:  instead of TKT  TKT, use TKT  KTK.  Gareth says this 

articulation is much faster and more fluid. 

• He thought the ending low Ds should be improvised and played in the 

upper register. 
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Macy Gong, fifteen, is a sophomore at Oregon 

Episcopal School. She began studying the flute 

at the age of six and is currently a student of 

Sydney Carlson. Macy has won many awards, 

including 1st place in the OMEA State Solo 

Contest, 2nd place in the VSO Young Artists 

Competition, 3rd place in the NFA Junior 

Soloist Competition, and she has won the GPFS 

Young Artist Competition multiple times.  

She has also won the Cognizart Young Artist 

Debut! Concerto Competition and received a 

scholarship from the Monday Musical Club 

competition. Additionally, she was one of three 

flutes across the nation selected to participate in 

NYO2 2020.  

Currently, she is serving her third year as the principal flute of the Portland Youth 

Philharmonic (PYP). Aside from flute, she is heavily involved with piano, earning 

many awards in competitions and festivals. Outside of music, Macy enjoys reading, 

playing badminton, traveling, and spending time with friends and family.  

Macy Gong performed the third movement of Ibert’s Concerto for Flute, 

accompanied by Douglas Schneider. 

Gareth asked that Macy try to exaggerate the character of the piece, from dramatic 

and fierce to playfully mischievous. Consider various levels of intensity as well as 

dynamic contrast.  
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John Nyugen is a computer science major, 

attending the University of Texas – Dallas, where he 

studies flute privately with Terri Sundberg. He 

participates in master classes and competitions. He 

recently received the National Flute Association 

Young Mentorship Program, UT Academic 

Excellence Scholarship (full ride), and the Beaverton 

Arts Program Small Project Grant.  John is from 

Oregon and graduated from Westview High School. 

 

 

 

  



The Portland Piper – April, 2022 
Page 5 of 9 

Miri Lee is a student of Sydney Carlson at 

Portland State University, pursuing a 

Master of Music in Performance degree. 

Miri studied in Han yang University in 

Korea. Her past teachers include So Young 

Lee, Hea Sook Yang and Hyun Sook Kim. 

 

Miri Lee performed the first movement 

from the Sonate, written in 2003, by the 

Japanese composer, Yuko Uebayashi. Miri 

was accompanied by Garret Bond. 

Gareth spoke about using the vibrato more 

intentionally to create mood and enhance 

expression. He suggested she sing her parts 

to experiment with a variety of vowel 

sounds as a way of enhancing the tonal 

palette. He also stressed the importance of 

intentionality in how a performer initiates and finishes any given note. 
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Introducing Gareth McLearnon 

 

• Website: http://www.garethmclearnon.com/ 

• Instgram: @garethmclearnon, https://www.instagram.com/garethmclearnon/ 

• YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsPZE94atUrW9hwMZfrpV3A 

• FaceBook: https://www.facebook.com/garethmclearnonflute 

 

Gareth McLearnon is an internationally renowned and multi-

award-winning flute soloist, recording artist and chamber musician as 

well as a sought-after educator, and prolific composer and arranger.  

He has given hundreds of masterclasses for thousands of flutists all 

over the world including at such prestigious institutions as Yale 

University; Manhattan School of Music, Vienna University for Music 

& Performing Arts, Guildhall School of Music & Drama; the Central 

Conservatory of Music in Beijing; The Royal Conservatoire of 

Scotland;  The Norwegian Academy of Music; Swedish Royal College 

of Music; Royal Danish Academy of Music, Campos do Jordao, Sao 

Paulo; Gnessin School and Academy in Moscow, and classes and 

performances at the British, Australian, Spanish, Portuguese, Polish, 

Norwegian, Finnish, Swiss, Hungarian, Adams and Sir James Galway Flute Festivals, as well as 

concerts and masterclasses across six continents.  

In 2013 Gareth was invited to be the Flute Professor at the Yuri Bashmet International Music 

Academy in Samara, Russia. Further engagements all over Russia followed on from this, including 

numerous masterclass tours to dozens of cities and numerous solo and concerto performances with 

the Moscow Soloists conducted by Maestro Yuri Bashmet himself.  

Gareth has been principal flute of The Heritage Orchestra since 2009 - playing concerts all over the 

UK, Europe & The Middle East – working with numerous high profile jazz, alternative, pop, hip-

hop, dance music and cutting-edge experimental artists – frequently selling-out arenas, and recording 

for TV, Radio and international album releases. 

for the Wm. S. Haynes Co. and a Haynes Artist - playing on a pair of their finest custom made solid 

14K gold flutes #54321 & #54322. 

  

http://www.garethmclearnon.com/
https://www.instagram.com/garethmclearnon/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsPZE94atUrW9hwMZfrpV3A
https://www.facebook.com/garethmclearnonflute
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Sponsors & Commercial Members 

 

 

GPFS acknowledges with gratitude the many years of support from our 

Sponsors and Commercial Members. It is because of their excellence that 

the GPFS mission can excel and celebrate our 44th year of extraordinary 

programming for the greater Portland area, including hosting visiting artists 

and local events, student study grants and a range of other resources for 

members and the community of flutists at large. 

 

 

GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc. 
58 Dragon Court 

Woburn, MA 01801-1014 
781-935-9522, brannen@brannenflutes.com  

 

 
 

Canter Flute Repair  
Flute Repair Specialists 

Beaverton, OR 
Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified 

JS Engineering Gold Pads 

 971-266-4096 

https://gpfs.org/Commercial-Membership
https://www.brannenflutes.com/
mailto:brannen@brannenflutes.com
https://www.canterfluterepair.com/
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GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

\ 
 

 
 
 

Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company 
625 Digital Drive, Ste 300 

Plano, TX 75075 
972-985-2662, 877-FLUTE4U (toll free) 

info@flute4u.com  

Watch video 
 

 
 

 
 

Flute Center of New York 
 

307 7th Ave. #401 
New York, NY 10001 

212-307-9737, info@flutecenter.com  

Watch video 

 
 

 
 
 

FLUTEWORKS Seattle LLC 
Facebook Page 

781-526-3677, fluteworks@gmail.com 
By appointment only  

Watch video 

 
 

 
 
 

68 Nonset Path, Acton, MA 01720 
978-268-0600 

www.wmshaynes.com 
 

 

http://www.flute4u.com/
mailto:info@flute4u.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ashTD0kCzNE
http://www.flutes4sale.com/
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/info@flutecenter.com 
https://app.salesforceiq.com/r?target=624486997d240f22fb8a10a6&t=AFwhZf1P7YZh6za28CHMjpx8zGGWAAu9i-jtk1xcy3DaZOhG5nI_ovX7KSnSpXa6djZHRLncAXfKNMaVFTI-0abN1uCAnzDt8g813zFJJTK8OQX1afH196rv_NK-vu9Py0xD4ZbbnhsT&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHC-7fjrVcso
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fluteworksseattle/?ref=page_internal
mailto:fluteworks@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/BgWCvqB92CU
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/www.wmshaynes.com
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GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 
 

 
 
 

Ted Brown Music 
6228 Tacoma Mall Blvd 

Tacoma, WA 98409 
800-562-8938 
253-272-3211 

sales@tedbrownmusic.com 

 

 

 

GPFS 2021-2022 Commercial Members 
The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Professional Woodwind Repair 
Straubinger Certified 

Flute & Double Reed Specialist 

 
119 Neabeack Hill Dr, Philomath, OR  97370 

Contact: Katie Cooper, 541-760-8865 
katie@windsmithmusic.com 

By appointment only. 
 

 

 
 

Flute World 
29920 Orchard Lake Rd. 

Farmington Hills, MI 48334 
248-855-0410, flutes@fluteworld.com 

  

 

https://www.tedbrownmusic.com/
mailto:sales@tedbrownmusic.com
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/katie@windsmithmusic.com
http://www.fluteworld.com/
mailto:flutes@fluteworld.com

