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Notes from the Master Class of Valerie Coleman on “Air” by
Toru Takemitsu performed at the GPFS 2021 Flute Fair, by
Megan Tapley, MM Candidate Portland State University.

Valerie Coleman

I think of this piece as being set in a
Japanese garden. I imagine elements of
strength from rock formations, greenery,
light and shading with various textures
and the sounds of nature including birds
and wind or air.

A particularly important facet of this piece
is the Japanese concept of “Ma”. Ma is the
Silence between sounds. Ma is not static, it
is energized and waiting for the next
sound. The performer is never resting in
this piece.

Takemitsu wrote “My music is like a garden
and I am the gardener.”

Valerie emphasized the need to pay attention to all the
minute details of the score and to embrace the silence and
to make it part of the piece.

She encouraged Meg to check her part with the
metronome to create the momentum of the piece. She
also told Megan to “find the groove” and celebrate the
syncopations, to experiment with color, broad range of
dynamics and to be stringently observant of the
articulations and tempo changes.

Toru Takemitsu webpage at allmusic.com
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https://www.allmusic.com/artist/toru-takemitsu-mn0000373832
https://www.vcolemanmusic.com/

dedicated to Auréle Nicolet
for his 70th birthday
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Index of Commercial Members

See these listings on this GPFS webpage — https://gpfs.org/Commercial-Membership

GPFS acknowledges with gratitude the many years of support from our Commercial Members. It is
because of their excellence that the GPFS mission can excel and celebrate our 37" year of
extraordinary programming for the greater Portland area, Oregon and Pacific Northwest region.
Please find their business information on the GPI'S Commercial Member webpage as well as on the

last pages of this event program.
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