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Musician Profile — Flutist and GPFS Member Brian Fairbanks
By B] Nicoletti

Brian is a flutist, flute/music educator, church musician/choir director and the new principal flutist

for the Sunnyside Symphony Orchestra. He is new to Portland from Seattle six years ago. Be sure to

read on to page two to hear about some of his favorite music — there may be a piece or two you

have not heard about!

Brian, tell us a little bit about yourself and your life as a musician.

I am originally from Seattle, where my mother still maintains a piano studio
of about twenty students. She is good with beginners and young students. I
wish I were as good at teaching basic skills. But, as a teacher, I do well with
both young musicians, say middle and high school, and adults who are not

necessarily looking for a career, but play because they love the flute.

I’ve always played and sang. I was a member of the Northwest Boy Choir,

and I played, along with my sisters, in the Seattle Youth Symphony

program. One of my older sisters has a degree in flute performancel!
(Although she uses her communications degree more.) I have historically earned my living as a
church musician, including a fifteen-year stint as Associate Musician at St. Mark’s Episcopal

Cathedral in Seattle, where I directed upwards of five choirs.

What projects are you involved with now that particularly excite you?

I'love playing chamber music, even more than orchestral music, although I love that, too. For the
past decade or so I've played with a violist and harpist I met at the cathedral in Seattle - we call
ourselves the Cathedral Trio (Naomi Kato on harp, Brian Fairbanks on flute, and Joyce

Ramée on viola). We’ve had a great time working our way through the repertoire for flute, viola
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and harp. We went on hiatus during the pandemic and will be preparing one final concert for this
next fall of our favorites. Our harpist is retiring from public performance. The concerts will be in

Seattle and Tacoma, late October, early November.

What’s on your music stand these days? What music have you played recently

that you’d like to share with GPFS members?

My all-time favorite piece for flute, viola and harp has to be Jan Bach’s Eisteddfod

JAN BACH

(as much as I love Debussy’s Sonata, or Takemitsu’s And then I knew ‘twas Wind).

EISTEDDFOD
tukorn ard Pa 521 30 0 Wi

It’s a set of variations on a traditional Welsh theme that doesn’t appear until the

final variation, but once it appears, one is practically in tears, it is so beautiful!
Really creative writing, with extensive cadenzas for all three players. Also, get to

g
Galax§Music

know the music of Jiro Censhu, a composer from Japan. He’s written two pieces

Claude .
DEBUSSY for us, and they are stunning]

Right now, ’m preparing a recital of music for flute and organ. It will be
at St. Michael & All Angels in Hollywood, Saturday, May 20. While at the

cathedral in Seattle, I played several of these, but haven’t since I moved to

© presn Portland six years ago. It is fun revisiting some old favorites. I really like Dan

Locklair’s Church Sonata. And a collection of pieces from Augsburg Press called,
o Pipings. It’s a great mix of pieces by contemporary composers, including several

AND THEN | KNEW ‘|\\v§.\\\|‘\1?

excellent pieces by women. A favorite of mine from that collection is Whirhwind

Do, by Lynn Peterson.

=
”37 \ Pipings is a collection of eight new compositions for flute and organ. These diverse
\ \ \ compositions by an array of talented composers are equally at home in a liturgical setting as
@ FIE ] they are in the concert hall. A CD of a recital performance of these pieces by Professor Teresa
Ot overs of Gettyshurg College is included.
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What kind of flute do you play?

I play on a wooden flute by North Carolina flute maker Christopher
Lhe Abell. I made the switch from silver about 12-15 years ago. I was
ABELL FLUTE first gifted with a wooden, simple system, 19th Century French flute.

COMPANY It’s made of both grenadilla and box wood. The sound was so

mellow and intriguing, I decided to do some research on wooden flutes. Finally, I went to an NFA
convention and tried out several different manufacturers. Christopher Abell’s flutes were just so easy
to play, with a rich, warm sound. There are two things I love most about playing on wood. First,
chamber music is much easier - playing either with strings or other woodwinds, intonation and blend
are much easier when everyone’s playing instruments made with organic materials. And second, the
high register on a wooden flute doesn’t have the stridency one sometimes gets on silver. Of course,

that’s why orchestral flutists often play on gold. But wood is cheaper than gold - hal

What else would you like to share about yourself?

I am also the Choir Director at St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal
Church in the Hollywood neighborhood. We have three choirs there,
for all ages and abilities. I have a part-time day job at Kitchen Kaboodle

- rent needs to be paid. My studio is open for new students!
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GPFS 2022-2023 Program Sponsors

The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your
appreciation by giving them your patronage.

/’% Brannen Brothers
/ Flutemakers, Inc.

Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc.
58 Dragon Court
Woburn, MA 01801-1014
781-935-9522, brannen(@brannenflutes.com

W .
( \;; anter Flute Repair

Darren Cook & Molly Duggan

Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified
JS Engineering Gold Pads

971-266-4096 canterfluterepair.com

Canter Flute Repair
Flute Repair Specialists
Beaverton, OR
Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified
JS Engineering Gold Pads
971-266-4096

Carolyn Nussbaum I

ey L~ ‘ -
?’\ -, @

# com
www.flutedu.com

Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company
625 Digital Drive, Ste 300
Plano, TX 75075
972-985-2662, 877-FLUTEAU (toll free)
info@flute4u.com

Watch video

FLUTE
CENTER

NEW YORK

The World’s Most Exclusive
Marketplace for Flutes

www.flutesdsale.com

Flute Center of New York

307 7t Ave. #401
New York, NY 10001
212-307-9737, info@flutecenter.com
Watch video
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https://www.brannenflutes.com/
mailto:brannen@brannenflutes.com
https://www.canterfluterepair.com/
http://www.flute4u.com/
mailto:info@flute4u.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ashTD0kCzNE
http://www.flutes4sale.com/
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/info@flutecenter.com 
https://app.salesforceiq.com/r?target=624486997d240f22fb8a10a6&t=AFwhZf1P7YZh6za28CHMjpx8zGGWAAu9i-jtk1xcy3DaZOhG5nI_ovX7KSnSpXa6djZHRLncAXfKNMaVFTI-0abN1uCAnzDt8g813zFJJTK8OQX1afH196rv_NK-vu9Py0xD4ZbbnhsT&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHC-7fjrVcso

GPFS 2022-2023 Program Sponsors

The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your
appreciation by giving them your patronage.

SEATTLE

Keefe Piccolo Company

FLUTEWORKS Seattle LI.C http://www.keefepiccolo.com/
Facebook Page 54 Church Street
781-526-3677, fluteworks@gmail.com Winchester, MA 01890
By appointment only 781-369-1626
Watch video jim@keefepiccolo.com

TED
BROWN
MUSIC

Ted Brown Music
6228 Tacoma Mall Blvd
Tacoma, WA 98409
800-562-8938
253-272-3211
sales@tedbrownmusic.com
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GPFS 2022-2023 Commercial Membets

The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your
appreciation by giving them your patronage.

burkart

Burkart
2 Shaker Road, #D107
Shitley, MA 01464
978-425-4500

burkart.com/contact w
Miyazawa - USA

1214 5th Street, Coralville, IA 52241
1-800-967-6733
info@mivazawa.com

MIYAZAWA

WINDSMITH MUSIC

Prafessional Woodwind Repair

¢ /Arw'y (\///

Professional Woodwind Repair
Straubinger Certified
Flute & Double Reed Specialist

Dealer of Fine Flutes

Sherry I.ee Dealer of Fine Flutes
678 Sperber Lane

119 Neabeack Hill Dr, Philomath, OR 97370 J i 1
Contact: Katie Cooper, 541-760-8865 Grand Junction, CO 81506
katie@windsmithmusic.com 970-242-9364

By appointment onl sherrysflutes@gmail.com

N
Flute\Vorld %S

ORIGON ARTS
COMMISSION

business, .
oresln

Flute World
29920 Orchard Lake Rd. GPES is also a proud and grateful recipient of
Farmington Hills, MT 48334 an Oregon Arts Commission grant — 2022.

248-855-0410, flutes@fluteworld.com
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