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Music Review: 99 Irish Dance Tunes arraned by Anne McGinty 

(1980), Alfred Publishing Company 

Review by BJ Nicoletti 

 

It’s that time of year – St. Patrick’s Day is 

right around the corner. As usual, I can imagine I am in 

good company among GPFS members when I say I have the sudden desire 

to play Irish music and lots of it. This year I picked up this charming, 

thoughtfully organized book of Irish dance tunes arranged by Anne 

McGinty, an American flutist and composer (much chamber with 

flute/flute ensemble and a prolific concert band composer too). She also 

owns her own publishing company – McGinty Music.  

 Overall, this collection arranged specifically for flute is simply a fun St. Patrick’s day treat 

for the intermediate to advanced the flutist - especially for flutists with Celtic heritage in 

their blood! It also has fun and pedagogical value for the flute student/teacher. Here are 

some reasons to pick up a copy: 

• The book has 99 tunes, typically four to five lines, of reels, hornpipes, 

double jigs, long dances, marches and airs. The tunes are edited for flute 

players so much more suitable than fiddle tune books. Link to book – 99 

Irish Dance Tunes, Alfred Publishing. 

• As a flute teacher, she thoughtfully transposed the tunes to include 

six in every major key and two in each relative minor.  

• In addition, these Irish tunes are an opportunity to practice playing 

for phrase to phrase versus any emphasis on playing by the measure.  

https://barnhouse.com/composer/anne-mcginty/
https://barnhouse.com/composer/anne-mcginty/
https://mcgintymusic.com/
https://www.alfred.com/99-irish-dance-tunes-for-flute/p/00-SB90/
https://www.alfred.com/99-irish-dance-tunes-for-flute/p/00-SB90/
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• Most of the tunes, if taken up tempo, offer a chance to practice double tonguing.  

• The range of the tunes is typically between first register d to third register f.  

• There is a nice balance of tempos – slow and lyrical airs to “rollicking dance tempo.” 

Frankly, I find many Irish Tune collections 

tend to emphasize the faster tunes and not 

nearly enough of the glorious Irish airs; 

this collection has an atypical offering of 

simple, but lovely airs – airs which invite 

ornamentation and improvisation.  

• At the very end of the book, she presents 

three, more challenging “virtuoso dances” 

which are up-tempo and in the third 

register of the flute.  

• I enjoyed playing through this book on my silver flute and then trying out the “airs” using 

my wooden head joint. Turns out it is especially satisfying to play the airs on the alto flute! 

• You can learn more about what Anne has arranged or written for flute ensemble/chamber 

music with flute here: https://mcgintymusic.com/product-category/woodwind/flute/ 

Cheers. Or, as the Irish say – Sláinte Mhaith (good health) 

And, Happy St. Patricks Day from GPFS 

  

I have found from my personal teaching 

experience that young players in 

particular enjoy playing Irish tunes so 

much that they do not realize they are 

developing a high degree of technique and 

facility. They will not replace daily 

technical drills, but will supplement them 

in a most enjoyable and rewarding way. 

Anne McGinty 

https://mcgintymusic.com/product-category/woodwind/flute/
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GPFS 2022-2023 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc. 
58 Dragon Court 

Woburn, MA 01801-1014 
781-935-9522, brannen@brannenflutes.com  

 

 
 

Canter Flute Repair  
Flute Repair Specialists 

Beaverton, OR 
Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified 

JS Engineering Gold Pads 

 971-266-4096 

 

 
 
 

Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company 
625 Digital Drive, Ste 300 

Plano, TX 75075 
972-985-2662, 877-FLUTE4U (toll free) 

info@flute4u.com  

Watch video 
 

 

 
 

Flute Center of New York 
 

307 7th Ave. #401 
New York, NY 10001 

212-307-9737, info@flutecenter.com  

Watch video 

https://www.brannenflutes.com/
mailto:brannen@brannenflutes.com
https://www.canterfluterepair.com/
http://www.flute4u.com/
mailto:info@flute4u.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ashTD0kCzNE
http://www.flutes4sale.com/
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/info@flutecenter.com 
https://app.salesforceiq.com/r?target=624486997d240f22fb8a10a6&t=AFwhZf1P7YZh6za28CHMjpx8zGGWAAu9i-jtk1xcy3DaZOhG5nI_ovX7KSnSpXa6djZHRLncAXfKNMaVFTI-0abN1uCAnzDt8g813zFJJTK8OQX1afH196rv_NK-vu9Py0xD4ZbbnhsT&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHC-7fjrVcso
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GPFS 2022-2023 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 
 

 
 
 

FLUTEWORKS Seattle LLC 
Facebook Page 

781-526-3677, fluteworks@gmail.com 
By appointment only  

Watch video 

 
 

 

Keefe Piccolo Company 
http://www.keefepiccolo.com/ 

54 Church Street 
Winchester, MA 01890 

781-369-1626 
jim@keefepiccolo.com 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Ted Brown Music 
6228 Tacoma Mall Blvd 

Tacoma, WA 98409 
800-562-8938 
253-272-3211 

sales@tedbrownmusic.com 

 

 

 

https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fluteworksseattle/?ref=page_internal
mailto:fluteworks@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/BgWCvqB92CU
http://www.keefepiccolo.com/
mailto:jim@keefepiccolo.com
https://www.tedbrownmusic.com/
mailto:sales@tedbrownmusic.com
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GPFS 2022-2023 Commercial Members 
The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 

Burkart 
2 Shaker Road, #D107 

Shirley, MA  01464 
978-425-4500 

burkart.com/contact 

 
 
 

 

 

Miyazawa Flutes 
Miyazawa - USA 

1214 5th Street, Coralville, IA  52241 
1-800-967-6733 

info@miyazawa.com 

 

 
 

Professional Woodwind Repair 
Straubinger Certified 

Flute & Double Reed Specialist 

 
119 Neabeack Hill Dr, Philomath, OR  97370 

Contact: Katie Cooper, 541-760-8865 
katie@windsmithmusic.com 

By appointment only. 
 

 

 
 

 Sherry Lee Dealer of Fine Flutes 
678 Sperber Lane 

Grand Junction, CO 81506 
970-242-9364 

sherrysflutes@gmail.com 

 

 
Flute World 

29920 Orchard Lake Rd. 
Farmington Hills, MI 48334 

248-855-0410, flutes@fluteworld.com 

 

 

 
GPFS is also a proud and grateful recipient of 

an Oregon Arts Commission grant – 2022. 

  

https://www.burkart.com/
https://www.burkart.com/contact/
https://miyazawa.com/
mailto:info@miyazawa.com
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/katie@windsmithmusic.com
https://lflutes.com/
mailto:sherrysflutes@gmail.com
http://www.fluteworld.com/
mailto:flutes@fluteworld.com

