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Greter Portland Flite Society

Notes from “Meet the Composer — Valerie Coleman”

Shared by GPFS Board Members Adam Eccleston and BJ Nicoletti

Prior to the 2021 GPFES Flute Fair guest artist recital from Valerie Coleman, participants had the
pleasure of a virtual “meet and greet” filled with deep interpersonal warmth and creative intellect.
She also leaves people thinking and smiling; what a nice combination from a very gifted composer
and flutist! Here are a few highlights from this informal yet lovely and unforgettable exchange
between the artist-composer-flutist and audience.

I'm proud to be a part of our flute community. 1 have great faith in onr community.

Valerie Coleman

Favorite piece tonight?

“Every piece has its own life”. However, Matisseries is her favorite right now. She has written new
materials to Matisseries and hopes to publish soon! Keep an eye on her website to learn more. She
also noted her performance of Requiem Milonga for the GPFS Flute Fair and Seattle Flute Fair will

be dedicated to Paul Taub, the Seattle area great flutist and educator with global accomplishments
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http://www.adameccleston.net/
https://www.vcolemanmusic.com/
https://www.seattleflutesociety.org/

and influence, who recently passed away. “It is up to us to honor Paul by taking up the change. He
had such a big heart and was such an advocate for flutists and modern flute music.”

Process for composing new works?

Each work has its own creative process. “There are times when writer’s block occurs, and I head to
water... there is something about water that helps my compositional process.” As reflected through
Matisseries, she loves “the idea of writing to visual art — the shape, the lines, the textures....”

Do you enjoy performing your own pieces?

She describes it as cathartic to perform her own pieces. There are two hats, the emotional hat and
the technical hat.” She says, “it’s a whole different world.” When she was writing for Imani winds,
she was feeding off the energy from her colleagues. That is one of the main differences of being a
soloist versus playing with a group.

Any new projects?

She has been commissioned to write an opera for the MET and is leaning toward writing about
the Harlem Renaissance or even channeling her love of sci-fi and the fantastical. “I could throw in a

'77

wizard and a dragon!” A fun exchange between Valerie and Flute Fair participants occurred when

she invited ideas for this opera! One does not have this type of question posed to them often in a
lifetime, if at all.

Some other new projects include:

e anew anthem to be performed at the end of each Tanglewood festival.
e apiece for the New World symphony.
e a flute quartet for Amy Porter’s Anatomy of Sound; and,

e more pieces for the flute!

Last, but not least, an important and
very personal project is that her
daughter wants to go to Disnevland
after the pandemic 1s over!
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Composers inspiring you right now?

Tania .eon — tapping into her Cuban heritage. Jesse Montgomery and Kevin Day.

A Note from Adam Eccleston

“In 2019, I premiered Valerie Coleman’s Fanmi Imen (Human Family) in Oregon, which is inspired
by Maya Angelou’s poem Human Family (YouTube recording of Maya Angelou reading this poem).
The piece was written in 2018 and it acknowledges differences within mankind, either due to
ethnicity, background, or geography, but Angelou’s refrain: ‘we are more alike, my friends, than we
are unlike,” reaffirms our humanity as a reminder of unity.” See the full poem on the next page of
this article.

Coleman’s work draws inspiration from French flute music blending with an underlying
pentatonicism found in Asian traditions, a caravan through Middle Eastern parts of the world
merging with Flamenco, and an upbeat journey southward into Africa with sounds of the Kalimba.

Of Adam’s performance, Valerie says “You stretched it and gave it life and breathe. My artistic
sense is generated to the computer and through the score. It takes another artist to let it breath. You
opened it up for me...fresh perspective.

To all of us, flutist-composer Valerie says “...for any of my music, open it up...
improvise, play the pieces with someone who can improvise.”

Here is a link to Adam Eccleston’s performance of Valerie Coleman's Fanmi

I absolutely love playing this piece! Hearing Valerie’s performance reaffirmed my
love for the piece through the use of her colours on the flute. She expresses subtle
idioms of the poem in her piece, while simmltaneously broadcasting a bold
character with extended flute techniques such as voice and flute.

Adam Eccleston
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https://www.tanialeon.com/
https://www.jessiemontgomery.com/
https://www.kevindaymusic.com/
http://www.adameccleston.net/
https://youtu.be/5F_aHt34a-g

Human Family

| note the obvious differences
In the human family.

Some of us are serious,

Some thrive on comedy.

Some declare their lives are lived
As true profundity,

And others claim they really live
The real reality.

The variety of our skin tones

Can confuse, bemuse, delight,

Brown and pink and beige and purple,
Tan and blue and white.

I've sailed upon the seven seas
And stopped in every land,

I've seen the wonders of the world
Not yet one common man.

| know ten thousand women
Called Jane and Mary Jane,
But I've not seen any two
Who really were the same.

Mirror twins are different
Although their features jibe,
And lovers think quite different
thoughts

While lying side by side.

We love and lose in China,

We weep on England's moors,
And laugh and moan in Guinea,
And thrive on Spanish shores.

We seek success in Finland,
Are born and die in Maine.
In minor ways we differ,
In major we're the same.

| note the obvious differences
Between each sort and type,

But we are more alike, my friends,
Than we are unalike.

We are more alike, my friends,
Than we are unalike.

We are more alike, my friends,
Than we are unalike.

By Maya Angelou
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Index of Commercial Members

See these listings on this GPFS webpage — https://gpfs.org/Commercial-Membership

GPFS acknowledges with gratitude the many years of support from our Commercial Members. It is

because of their excellence that the GPFS mission can excel and celebrate our 37% year of

extraordinary programming for the greater Portland area, Oregon and Pacific Northwest region.
Please find their business information on the GPI'S Commercial Member webpage as well as on the

last pages of this event program.

A

HANDMADE FLUTES
www.altusflutes.com

/’% Brannen Brothers
/ Flutemakers, Inc.

> LORNA MCGHEE
\ ALTUS SINCE 2012
@

Quality.
Reliability.
Performance.
Excellence.

Call today for your trial.

l Burkart Flutes and Piccolos

2 Shaker Road, #D107 e Shirley, MA 01464
978-425-4500 ® www.burkart.com

©anter Flute Repair

Darren Cook & Molly Duggan

Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified
JS Engineering Gold Pads

971-266-4096 canterfluterepair.com

Carolyn Nussbaum

MUSIC OMPANY
o
—— t
E-ﬂ T -
- I
L)

(972) 985 2662
info@fluted4u.com

www.flutedu.com

The Portland Piper, June, 2021

Page 5 of 7



https://greaterportlandflutesociety.wildapricot.org/Commercial-Membership
https://gpfs.org/Commercial-Membership

FLUTE By 2 THE FLUTE PAD
CEN}TER il . MARC GRAFE

of = | REPAIRS ~ ADJUSTMENTS
NEW YORK S ‘

OVERHAULS

CERTIFIED STRAUBINGER TECHNICIAN

The World’s Most Exclusive
Marketplace for Flutes

www.flutes4sale.com

503.351.5176

MARC@GRAFEWORKS.COM

| Flute\Worlo
Flute Sk & Flutewor

VVOI‘kS_-T o /—\Ilﬂthtings
ext or Phone
SEATTLE || 781-526-3677 =

The largest flute selection in the Pacific Northwest. WWW.FLUTEWORLD.COM

fluteworks@gmail.com 248.855.0410 FLUTES@FLUTEWORLD.COM

N

LYRIC

M l y A Z A W A www. lyricflutes.com

www.miyazawa.com %AMIG

800.967.6733
info@miyazawa.com

POWELL FLUTES
BOSTON

www.hammig.com

www.powellflutes.com

The Portland Piper, June, 2021
Page 6 of 7




INI]SMITII MUSIC

Profess:onal Band & Orchestra
Repa:r, Sales, and Lessons

S tmuémger,u

/
/1305 Main Street
Philomath, OR 97370

é'el’t If ed © 541-609-1672

Katle Rasm ussen = info@windsmithmusic.com
Flute & Double Reed Specialist A windsmithmusic.com

TED
BROWN
MUSIC

Washington’s Premiere Music Store
tedbrownmusic.com
(800) 562-8938

The Portland Piper, June, 2021

Page 7 of 7




