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39th Annual GPFS Flute Fair – April 23, 2023 

Guest Artist Zart Dombourian-Eby, Co-Sponsored by Keefe Piccolo Company 

 

 

 

Keefe Piccolo Company is especially pleased to be supporting the appearance of Keefe Piccolo Artist, 

Zart Dombourian-Eby at the Greater Portland Flute Society’s 39th Annual Flute Fair this year. 

Feedback and insights from Zart and other piccolo specialists has helped us create a piccolo with a rich 

and dark tone quality which always blends in the orchestra. Zart’s input was the impetus behind the 

development of the Classic style head joint. 

 

 

 

 

Zart Dombourian-Eby is the Principal Piccolo (Robert and Clodagh 

Ash Chair) of the Seattle Symphony and is regularly featured as both a 

flute and piccolo soloist and clinician in Seattle and across the world. 

https://gpfs.org/Flute-Fair
https://cdn.seattlesymphony.org/about/meetthemusicians/theorchestra/artists/orchestra%20order/flutes/dombourian-eby-zartouhi
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A Little Background on Keefe Piccolo Company 

 

Jim Keefe and Jan Kinmonth began making Keefe Piccolos in the summer of 2000.  They had 

previously worked at Brannen Brothers for many years.  At Brannen, Jim worked as a piccolo maker 

as well as Vice President and General Manager.  Jan worked both as a finisher and manager of the 

Finishing Department.  Jim and Jan are both flute and piccolo players.  Jim received his Bachelor’s in 

flute performance at the University of Illinois. Jan was a flute performance major at Oberlin for 

undergraduate studies and Bowling Green State University for her Master’s.   

http://www.keefepiccolo.com/ 

 

 

 

The first goal for Keefe Piccolos was, and continues to be, to make the finest piccolo possible for 

orchestral piccolo players. Jim and Jan made the decision to keep the company small in order to have 

the best control over quality and to be nimble enough to design and to implement improvements 

quickly.  Jim makes the bodies, keys and head joints.  Jan does the finishing, repair and testing work. 

Keefe Piccolos has developed a wide following in the piccolo community and are played throughout 

the world.  
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http://www.keefepiccolo.com/
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Keefe Piccolo Company Innovations 

 

Over the years, Jim and Jan have made many changes and improvements 

to the piccolo.  There have been large changes such as the addition of the 

patented C# trill mechanism and the Vented C key.  There have been 

numerous small changes to the scale, head joint designs, material offerings 

and even care and maintenance. However, the fundamental approach of 

producing a fine, handmade instrument in the best of the Boston tradition 

has never changed.   

Jim and Jan are very appreciative of the support they have received from 

the piccolo community over the years and have returned this support.  

Keefe Piccolos has funded the prize money for the NFA Piccolo Artist 

Competition every year since 2010 and supported several other piccolo competitions.  It has supported 

the appearance of numerous Keefe Artists at masterclasses and festivals.  In addition, Keefe 

Piccolos has participated in funding several commissions of piccolo pieces - most recently 

the Thea Musgrave commission at the NFA 50th in Chicago last year.  

 

Trying a Keefe Piccolo and Head Joints 

 

Being a small company, Keefe Piccolo Company currently has delivery time of several years.  

However, Keefe piccolo head joints are available immediately. Four head joint styles are available 

with a range of material combinations. A new head joint can greatly improve the performance of a 

piccolo.   

❖ Information about the head joints and the instruments can be found on their website, 

including how to place an order. http://www.keefepiccolo.com/ 

http://www.keefepiccolo.com/
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❖ Trials can be arranged by contacting the company – jan@keefepiccolo.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Because the head joint is the heart of the instrument, choosing the right head joint is 

of the utmost importance. For this reason, we encourage customers to try multiple 

head joints and we allow up to one year to exchange the head joint when purchasing 

a Keefe piccolo or Keefe piccolo head joint.  

mailto:jan@keefepiccolo.com
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GPFS 2022-2023 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc. 
58 Dragon Court 

Woburn, MA 01801-1014 
781-935-9522, brannen@brannenflutes.com  

 

 
 

Canter Flute Repair  
Flute Repair Specialists 

Beaverton, OR 
Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified 

JS Engineering Gold Pads 

 971-266-4096 

 

 
 
 

Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company 
625 Digital Drive, Ste 300 

Plano, TX 75075 
972-985-2662, 877-FLUTE4U (toll free) 

info@flute4u.com  

Watch video 
 

 

 
 

Flute Center of New York 
 

307 7th Ave. #401 
New York, NY 10001 

212-307-9737, info@flutecenter.com  

Watch video 

https://www.brannenflutes.com/
mailto:brannen@brannenflutes.com
https://www.canterfluterepair.com/
http://www.flute4u.com/
mailto:info@flute4u.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ashTD0kCzNE
http://www.flutes4sale.com/
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/info@flutecenter.com 
https://app.salesforceiq.com/r?target=624486997d240f22fb8a10a6&t=AFwhZf1P7YZh6za28CHMjpx8zGGWAAu9i-jtk1xcy3DaZOhG5nI_ovX7KSnSpXa6djZHRLncAXfKNMaVFTI-0abN1uCAnzDt8g813zFJJTK8OQX1afH196rv_NK-vu9Py0xD4ZbbnhsT&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHC-7fjrVcso
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GPFS 2022-2023 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 
 

 
 
 

FLUTEWORKS Seattle LLC 
Facebook Page 

781-526-3677, fluteworks@gmail.com 
By appointment only  

Watch video 

 
 

 

Keefe Piccolo Company 
http://www.keefepiccolo.com/ 

54 Church Street 
Winchester, MA 01890 

781-369-1626 
jim@keefepiccolo.com 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Ted Brown Music 
6228 Tacoma Mall Blvd 

Tacoma, WA 98409 
800-562-8938 
253-272-3211 

sales@tedbrownmusic.com 

 

 

 

https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fluteworksseattle/?ref=page_internal
mailto:fluteworks@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/BgWCvqB92CU
http://www.keefepiccolo.com/
mailto:jim@keefepiccolo.com
https://www.tedbrownmusic.com/
mailto:sales@tedbrownmusic.com


The Portland Piper – February, 2023 
Page 7 of 7 

 

GPFS 2022-2023 Commercial Members 
The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 

Burkart 
2 Shaker Road, #D107 

Shirley, MA  01464 
978-425-4500 

burkart.com/contact 

 
 
 

 

 

Miyazawa Flutes 
Miyazawa - USA 

1214 5th Street, Coralville, IA  52241 
1-800-967-6733 

info@miyazawa.com 

 

 
 

Professional Woodwind Repair 
Straubinger Certified 

Flute & Double Reed Specialist 

 
119 Neabeack Hill Dr, Philomath, OR  97370 

Contact: Katie Cooper, 541-760-8865 
katie@windsmithmusic.com 

By appointment only. 
 

 

 
 

 Sherry Lee Dealer of Fine Flutes 
678 Sperber Lane 

Grand Junction, CO 81506 
970-242-9364 

sherrysflutes@gmail.com 

 

 
Flute World 

29920 Orchard Lake Rd. 
Farmington Hills, MI 48334 

248-855-0410, flutes@fluteworld.com 

 

 

 
GPFS is also a proud and grateful recipient of 

an Oregon Arts Commission grant – 2022. 

  

https://www.burkart.com/
https://www.burkart.com/contact/
https://miyazawa.com/
mailto:info@miyazawa.com
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/katie@windsmithmusic.com
https://lflutes.com/
mailto:sherrysflutes@gmail.com
http://www.fluteworld.com/
mailto:flutes@fluteworld.com

